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Khamphone Syvongxay

The government of 
Switzerland has provided 4.65 
million CHF (more than 42 
billion kip) through the Swiss 
Agency for Development and 
Cooperation for the Support 
to the Reform of the Northern 
Agriculture and Forestry 
College project.

A handover ceremony for 
a new building at the Northern 
Agriculture and Forestry 
College was held on Saturday 
in Luang Prabang province, 
attended by Swiss Ambassador 
to Laos Christoph Burgener, 
Minister of Agriculture and 
Forestry Vilayvanh Phomkhe, 

Prabang and Vientiane.
The project will contribute 

considerably to improving the 
living, teaching and studying 

conditions at the college for 
both teachers and students, Mr 
Vilayvanh said.

The new high-quality 

Swiss govt boosts agriculture training

Mr Christoph Burgener (left) presents a key to Mr Vilayvanh 
Phomkhe at the handover of a new building at the Northern 
Agriculture and Forestry College in Luang Prabang province.

facilities will increase the 
motivation of students and 
teachers, leading to better 
educated and skilled graduates, 

he said.
Infrastructure develop-

ment is part of the overall 
agricultural education im-
provement and reform process 
and is therefore linked with 
the development of a new 
skills-based curriculum.

About 80 percent of the 
Lao population depends on 
income from agricultural 
products, but most farmers 
still use traditional and 

techniques, he said.
Capacity building 

training and services have 
not yet reached all farmers, 
particularly those in remote 
areas, Mr Vilayvanh said. 

The main reason that most 
Lao farmers are still poor, 
especially in upland areas, is 
due to the lack of agricultural 

schemes and schools will also 

An employee at the Nam 
Ngum 1 power plant said a 
controlled water release began 
on Saturday at about 5pm. 

opened to 4 metres. “We did 
not open the gate to this width 
all at once, but have opened it 
progressively from Saturday 
until it reached 4 metres on 

If the gate had been opened 
to this extent immediately, 
several districts in Vientiane 
province and some parts of the 
capital would have experienced 

But progressive, controlled 
releases of water have 
minimised the impacts 

The dam will continue to 
release water until the volume 
in the reservoir falls to levels 
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Times Reporters

More than 1,000 residents of 
Huayxang village in Namor 
district, Oudomxay province, 
have access to clean drinking 
water thanks to a recent 
development project, but 
many thousands of people in 
other villages nearby still have 
to source water from rivers 
and streams and hope they can 
one day have a similar system 
installed.

Huayxang village has more 
than 150 houses containing 
210 families, with the adult 
population all engaged in 
farming. The lives of the 
women and children became 
much easier after a gravity-fed 
water system was installed, as 
they no longer had to travel 

water.
The gravity-fed water 

system was funded by 
the United States’ Lao 
Rehabilitation Foundation, 
and built with the help of local 
labour and materials early last 
year. The villagers are very 
happy with the new water 
supply, which cost US$27,200 
to install. Seventeen percent 
of the cost was contributed by 
local people. 

The project worked with 
the local community to 
develop a management plan 
to ensure the water supply is 
well maintained, building a 
sense of responsibility and 
ownership. 

Head of the Eye Unit at the 
provincial Health Department 
Dr Phetsamone Indara told the 
Vientiane Times that district 
authorities plan to cooperate 
with provincial authorities 
and development partners 
to source funding to install 
similar systems in nearby 
villages.

“If villagers have ready 
access to clean water for daily 
use, it is a great time saver for 
women and children because 
they don’t have to travel long 
distances to fetch water from 
ponds or other villages,” 
district authorities said.  

“We would like to see clean 
water in more villages. We 
will all be healthier if we have 
access to new water sources 
that we can use for drinking, 
cooking and washing clothes,” 
one local resident said. 

“With water on tap, we 
can use it in both the wet and 
dry seasons to grow crops and 
raise animals such as chickens, 

added.
The National Growth 

and Poverty Eradication 
Strategy, under which all 
development programmes 
are implemented, has 
identified clean water 
supplies and improved 
sanitation as one of the four 
priorities of development.  

Eighty percent of the total 
Lao population now drink 
boiled water, sleep under 
mosquito nets, have access to 
water all year round and are 
well informed about hygiene, 
according to a report from the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO).

Laos is among the least 
developed countries in the 
world, and has a comparatively 
high degree of poor social and 
health indicators, the WHO 
report  noted. 

More than 80 percent 
of the country’s 5.6 million 
inhabitants live in rural areas, 
and poverty is overwhelmingly 
a rural problem. 

Only 24 percent of the 
population has access to 
adequate sanitation facilities 
and 43 percent obtain drinking 
water from permanent water 
sources, according to WHO 
estimates.

Oudomxay villages await 
clean water supplies

Times Reporters 
 
After commissioning detailed 
plans for the area, the government 
is looking for investors to 
develop a new commercial zone 
in Nongping, Chanthabouly 
district, Vientiane. 

As Vientiane rapidly 
expands, the government wants 
to transform the Nongping 
area into a commercial zone 
to accommodate further 
development and the growing 
residential population. 

The new zone requires 
investment to develop 
education and trade facilities, 
residential areas, public parks 
and a reservoir, said Vice Mayor 
Keophilavanh Aphaylath on 
Monday.  

He added that careful 
planning would prevent people 

Nongping slated for development
from building houses that would 
block waterways and create 

“We do not know exactly 
how many people can be 
accommodated in the new 
zone,” Mr Keophilavanh said. 

In October 2010, the 
government hired Nikken 
Sekkei Civil Engineering Ltd 
of Japan, at a cost of more than 
7 billion kip (US$990,000), to 
conduct a detailed survey and 
design a work plan for the 
Nongping area, which covers 
1,930 hectares of land. 

The survey contains a 

and land use, infrastructure and 
concept plans for the overall 
development of the area.

About 100 hectares of 
land will be used to relocate 
Thongkhankham market and 

to build apartments. 
The new market will 

be more modern than its 
predecessor, sell organic 
vegetables and will have good 
road access.

to develop the existing 
Thongkhankham market site 
into a new modern trade centre 
to attract investment and 
tourists. The proposed market 
would sell a variety of goods, 
contribute to the development 
of the city, and become an 
economic zone. 

Although Nongping is 
located in the city centre, 
there were previously no 
development controls in 

to implement a system to 
manage and control future 
development. 

Times Reporters

Save the Children Australia in 
Laos has presented a birthing 
torso and foetal development 
kit to the Luang Prabang 
provincial College of Health 
Sciences to assist in upgrading 
the skills of birth attendants 
and midwives. 

A presentation ceremony 
was held last week and 
attended by Chief Technical 
Advisor of Save the Children 
Australia in Laos Ms Carol 
Perks and college Deputy 
Director Dr Oubonh Silivanh, 

Save the Children supports 
birth attendant training

Ms Carol Perks presents teaching materials to Dr Oubonh Silivanh.

organisations.
The practical materials are 

worth about 28 million kip 
(US$3,500) and will be used 
as a practical teaching aid for 
birth attendants and midwives.  
With funding support from the 
European Commission and 
Save the Children, 120 skilled 
birth attendants will be trained 
from 2011-13. 

So far this year, 40 skilled 
birth attendants from Luang 
Prabang and Xayaboury 
provinces have graduated 
from training courses. The 

third 8-week course opened 
on September 19.

These training courses are 
part of the larger national effort 
of the Ministry of Health, 
with technical assistance 
from the UN Population 
Fund (UNFPA), to upgrade 
the number of midwives 
and skilled birth attendants 
nationwide. 

In October, Save the 
Children will assist the 
ministry and the UNFPA 
with funds to conduct a year-
long training course for 30 
community midwives. 

technical staff.
Moreover, existing 

technical staff often lack 
the required knowledge and 
skills to provide good services 
tailored to local needs, so 
improvements to agricultural 
education are essential, he 
said.

The new college is in 
line with the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Forestry’s 
aim to improve the quality of 

In the future, the 
college will look to deliver 
technicians with the required 
skills to meet the needs of the 
public and the private sector 

and increase the number of 
female and ethnic students, 
Mr Burgener said. 

The college will 
contribute to a fairer and 
more inclusive education 
with improved teaching 
methodologies and skills, 
he said, adding that one can 
expect a new generation 
of Lao upland farmers in a 
good position to face their 
challenges and improve their 
livelihoods.

The project’s three-
year phase from September 
2009 to August 2012 aims 
to improve student selection 
and motivation, upgrade 

teaching standards and 
curriculum development, 
establish partnerships, and 
improve infrastructure and 
management.

In doing so, the college 
hopes to achieve its goal 
of becoming the leading 
institute for developing 
proficiency in upland 
agriculture in Laos.

The project is being 
implemented with the support 
of Helvetas Swiss Inter-
cooperation, with assistance 
in infrastructure development 
and curriculum development 
by the Swiss College for 
Agriculture.

Swiss govt boosts agriculture...       FROM PAGE 1

In addition to recent 
rains, the release of water 
from the reservoir at the 
upstream Nam Ngum 2 dam 
raised the level of water in 
the Nam Ngum 1 reservoir, 
after water made its way 
down through the catchment 
area further north.

According to the 
Pakngum Agriculture and 

Forestry Office, there are 
about 12,000 hectares of rice 
in the district. 

Flooding usually occurs 
in the middle of August but 
this year the district has 
already seen significant 
rainfall. Although Pakngum 
has been badly affected, 
damage has not been as 
severe as that sustained 

in 2008, when more than 
4,000 hectares of rice were 
affected.                       

destroyed not only farmland 
but also resulted in the deaths 
of people and livestock, and 
damaged roads, irrigation 
and water delivery systems, 
schools, health facilities and 
homes.

Pakngum on alert as dam...              FROM PAGE 1


